
Election 101: How to Run for Office

May 7, 2024
City of Martinez
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WELCOME
• INTRODUCTIONS
• Mayor Brianne Zorn
• City Manager Michael Chandler
• City Elections Official Kat Galileo
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WELCOME
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Topics
• November General Election
• Elected positions up for election in Martinez
• How to run for office – what you need to do first
• How to pull Nomination papers
• FPPC Filing obligations and forms

Note: Please submit questions in writing using the Q&A form, located on 
the table by the entryway. All answers will be posted online 
at: https://www.cityofmartinez.org/government/city-clerk/general-election-2024

https://www.cityofmartinez.org/government/city-clerk/general-election-2024


How to Run for Office
• Qualifications
• Raising and Spending Money
• Nomination Period
• Campaign Forms
• Key Dates
• Advice & Resources
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CITY COUNCIL – 
DISTRICT 2

CITY COUNCIL – 
DISTRICT 3

CITY TREASURER

6



CANDIDATE QUALIFICATIONS

+18 years US Citizen Registered 
Voter

Martinez 
Resident

Reside in 
District
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FORM 501
CANDIDATE 

INTENTION FORM
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Must be filed 
with the City 
Clerk BEFORE 

soliciting, 
raising, or 

spending any 
money in 

connection with 
your campaign



- CANDIDATE FORMS -

Expect to 
spend/raise less 

than  $2,000

File with City Clerk

Expect to 
spend/raise more 

than $2,000

File with City Clerk

Create a Campaign 
Committee (for $2,000 

or more). 

Filed with the 
Secretary of State
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WWW.FPPC.CA.GOV
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19WWW.CITYOFMARTINEZ.ORG
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CITY CLERK’S OFFICE

525 Henrietta Street 
Martinez, CA 94553 (925) 372-3512 Monday through 

Friday

9am to 3pm www.cityofmartinez.org/government/city-clerk 
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https://www.cityofmartinez.org/government/city-clerk


NOMINATION PERIOD
The designated timeframe 

during which individuals can 
obtain and submit 

nomination materials to be 
considered as a candidate.
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NOMINATION PERIOD 
always opens 113 days before 
Election Day and closes 88 days 
before Election Day

•Monday, July 15th 
•Friday, August 9th
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NOMINATION 
FORM
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That name 
isn’t in our 

records

This nomination 
paper only has 

18 verified 
registered voter 

signatures

That person 
doesn’t live in 

Martinez
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2024 Nomination Period:
Monday, July 15 – Friday, August 9
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Exception: The nomination period 
can be extended by 5 days if an 
eligible incumbent does not run.



Martinez Municipal Code Title 16
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Maybe I should change my 
mind about running for 

Office….



FPPC - Training Workshops & 
Webinars
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NetFile - Final Forms Submission 
Training 

Access to the City Clerk’s Office



CITY CLERK’S OFFICE

525 Henrietta Street 
Martinez, CA 94553 (925) 372-3512 Monday through 

Friday

9am to 3pm www.cityofmartinez.org/government/city-clerk 
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https://www.cityofmartinez.org/government/city-clerk


ADVICE FROM THE MAYOR

Presented By: Mayor Brianne Zorn
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Getting your campaign started
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After you have completed the first steps…
Get yourself a “kitchen cabinet”

•  You can’t do everything yourself. Delegate tasks!
•  Find folks you trust who are happy to provide their thoughts!

Fundraising
•  Aim for $10,000 to $20,000 of donations. Check donation limits.
•  Remember that every dollar you accept needs to be reported.
Endorsements
•  Begin reaching out to organizations who might support you early. 
•  Be prepared for interviews and questionnaires.

When you tell someone you are running for office, be able to direct them to 
your website, your donation page, or a facebook page. 



Potential Expenses
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So you have money. Now what?
• Brand/Logo – one time $500
• Website – $50-$200/month
• Campaign yard signs – $10-$20 each
• Large campaign signs – $50-100 each
• Campaign swag (tshirts, magnets, etc) 
• Facebook/Instagram targeted ads – $100s+ 
• Google targets ads
• Automated texting
• Automated emails
• Flyers – Can be delivered by volunteers!
• Mailers – Assume $1/resident
• County Elections Office – Voter Lists ~$100



Expectations for Office
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Time Commitment
 1st and 3rd Wednesdays
 Closed sessions
 Special workshops
 Subcommittees (finance, economic development, ad hoc, etc)
 Meetings with staff/city manager
Pay
 Set “salary” ~$500/month
 Health benefits
Extra activities
 Meetings w/ members of the public
 Conferences, trainings, workshops (paid for by City)
 Speaking engagements (unpaid)
 Ribbon Cuttings



THE END
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